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Abstract of JP1 01 07369 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
useful semiconductor laser device which has a 
clad layer that is sufficiently enhanced in 
forbidden band width, so as to restraind 
useless current induced by carrier leakage 
from an active layer into the clad layer and 
lessen in operating current by a method 
wherein the clad layer is made to contain Al. 
SOLUTION: A semiconductor laser device is 
equipped with a first conductivity-type first clad 
layer 2, an active layer 5, and a second 
conductivity- type second clad layer 7 formed 
on a first conductivity-type GaAs substrate 1, a 
mesa stripe 9 formed in a region which 
comprises the active layer 5 and the second 
clad layer 7, and a first, a second, and a third 
current stop layer, 10, 11, and 12, provided 
outside the mesa stripe 9, wherein the active 
layer 5 is formed of Al-free InGaAsP, and the 
clad layers 2 and 7 contain Al. A first guide 
layer 4 and a second guide layer 6 which are 
smaller than the clad layers 2 and 7 in 
forbidden band width or a protecting layer 3 
smaller than the first clad layer 2 in forbidden 
band width is provided. 
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* NOTICES * 



JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1]On a GaAs substrate of the 1st conductivity type, it is the 1st cladding layer of the 1st 
conductivity type at least. 
An active layer. 

It has the 2nd cladding layer of the 2nd conductivity type, a field which contains said active layer 
and the 2nd cladding layer at least consists of a mesa-like field, and it is a current blocking area 
in the exterior of this mesa-like field. 

It is the semiconductor laser element provided with the above, said active layer comprises 
InGaAsP which does not contain aluminum, and said 1st and 2nd cladding layer contains 
aluminum at least. 

[Claim 2]A semiconductor laser element which provides the 1st and 2nd guide layer whose 
forbidden-band width is smaller than the 1st and 2nd cladding layer respectively in both sides of 
said active layer in the semiconductor laser element according to claim 1, and is characterized 
by things. 

[Claim 3]A semiconductor laser element which provides a protective layer whose forbidden-band 
width is smaller than the 1st cladding layer on the 1st cladding layer in the semiconductor laser 
element according to claim 1 or 2, and is characterized by things. 

[Claim 4]A semiconductor laser element which forbidden-band width of said protective layer 
abbreviates to forbidden-band width of said active layer, is in the semiconductor laser element 
according to claim 3, and is characterized by things. 

[Claim 5]In the semiconductor laser element according to claim 1, 2, 3, or 4, at least a current 
blocking area of the exterior of said mesa-like field The 1st current blocking layer, A 
semiconductor laser element, wherein it has the 2nd current blocking layer formed in the outside 
of this 1st current blocking layer, forbidden-band width of said 1st current blocking layer is larger 
than forbidden-band width of said active layer and forbidden-band width of said 2nd current 
blocking layer is smaller than forbidden-band width of said active layer. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention]This invention relates to the semiconductor laser element used for an 

optical disc, a laser beam printer, optical transmission, etc. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art]In the semiconductor laser element used for an optical disc, a near- 
infrared wavelength range (lambda= 0.75-0.88 micrometer) is generally used so that it can 
condense to fine spot with a lens. Therefore, on a GaAs substrate, the aluminum x Ga.|_ x As active 

layer (x= 0.01-0.20) which comprises double hetero structure is formed, and stripe geometry is 
used for current and optical confinement. In order to reduce the actuating current of the 
semiconductor laser for optical discs, the laser of the embedding hetero structure which formed 
the mesa stripe in the field containing an active layer, grew by having embedded by the 
semiconductor layer and formed the hetero-junction is proposed until now. 
[0003]It embeds at drawing 6 and the conventional example of the laser of hetero structure is 
shown. On n-GaAs substrate 1, n-aluminum x Ga 1 _ x As. (x= 0.3-0.35) The 1st cladding layer 2, n- 

aluminum Ga,. As. (xg=0.25-0.3) The guide layer 4, the aluminum,, ..Ga,, As (x1=0.01-0.06) 

Xg 1 Xg XI I X I 

active layer 5, and the 2nd cladding layer 7 of p-aluminum^Ga^^As (x2=0.35~0.4) are grown up, 

The mesa stripe 9 in which even the substrate 1 reaches the growth phase containing the active 
layer 5 is formed, Growth of the 1st current blocking layer 10 of p-aluminum^Ga^^As 

(x3=0.27-0.32) and the 2nd current blocking layer 11 of n-aluminum^Ga^As (x3=0.27-0.32) is 

performed to the exterior of the mesa stripe 9, The Si0 2 film 32 is selectively formed in the 

mesa stripe 9 surface in addition to Zn diffused layer 31 and the mesa stripe surface, and the 
electrodes 14 and 15 are formed in the growth phase surface the substrate 1 side. 
[0004]Oscillation threshold current of 20 mA is reported by this conventional example. 
[O005]In this conventional example, a carrier can be efficiently confined in active layer 5 inside 
by the hetero-junction of the active layer 5 which comprises the mesa-like stripe 9, and the 
embedded layers 1 0 and 1 1 of the exterior. Therefore, the increase of actuating current by the 
carrier injected into the inside of the active layer 5 being spread out of a luminous region can be 
prevented, and reduction of actuating current is attained. 
[0006] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention]In the semiconductor laser element of a conventional 
example, the double hetero structure containing the AIGaAs active layer 5 is grown up on GaAs 
substrate 1, and the mesa stripe 9 is formed in the field which contains the active layer 5 in the 
atmosphere. Since aluminum is included in the active layer 5, the active layer of a mesa flank 
oxidizes. Since removal of oxygen of the active layer 5 of the mesa stripe 9 side is difficult when 
embedding the exterior of the mesa stripe 9 by a semiconductor layer and forming terrorism 
junction in double, the nonluminescent recombination level resulting from oxidation is formed in 
the active layer 5 near a joining interface. If carrier injection is performed to the active layer 5 
and laser oscillation is produced in this state, in order that a carrier may carry out 



nonluminescent recombination, in the active layer 5 of the mesa stripe 9 side, the reactive 
current which does not contribute to laser oscillation will occur. On the basis of the 
nonluminescent recombination level formed during energization at the active layer 5 of the mesa 
stripe 9 side, a crystal defect occurs and the further increase of the reactive current arises. 
[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problem][n order to solve an aforementioned problem, a semiconductor 
laser element of this invention, On a GaAs substrate of the 1st conductivity type, at least The 
1st cladding layer of the 1st conductivity type, In a semiconductor laser element which equips 
the exterior of this mesa-like field with a current blocking area by having an active layer and the 
2nd cladding layer of the 2nd conductivity type, and a field which contains said active layer and 
the 2nd cladding layer at least consisting of a mesa-like field, Said active layer comprises 
InGaAsP which does not contain aluminum, and said 1st and 2nd cladding layer contains 
aluminum at least. 

[0008]In the above, a protective layer whose forbidden-band width is smaller than the 1 st 
cladding layer may be provided on the 1st cladding layer at the 1st and 2nd guide layer whose 
forbidden-band width is smaller than the 1st and 2nd cladding layer respectively, or a pan at 
both sides of said active layer. 

[0009]Abbreviate forbidden-band width of said protective layer to forbidden-band width of said 
active layer, it is, and its things are desirable, and at least a current blocking area of the exterior 
of a mesa-like field The 1 st current blocking layer, It has the 2nd current blocking layer formed 
in the outside of this 1st current blocking layer, forbidden-band width of said 1st current 
blocking layer is larger than forbidden-band width of said active layer, and, as for forbidden-band 
width of said 2nd current blocking layer, it is desirable that it is smaller than forbidden-band 
width of said active layer. 

[0010]By providing an active layer which comprises InGaAsP which does not contain aluminum 
on a GaAs substrate as mentioned above, the semiconductor laser element of this invention can 
control generating of the reactive current resulting from oxidation of aluminum on the surface of 
an active layer of the mesa stripe side, and can aim at reduction of actuating current. By 
considering it as a layer which contains aluminum in a cladding layer simultaneously, forbidden- 
band width of a cladding layer is enlarged enough, and generating of the reactive current 
resulting from beginning to leak from an active layer to a cladding layer can be controlled. 
[0011]By adjoining an active layer and providing a guide layer whose forbidden-band width is 
smaller than a layer in which Al composition ratio is smaller than the 1st and 2nd cladding layer 
or a layer which does not contain aluminum, i.e., each cladding layer, Generating of the reactive 
current resulting from oxidation of aluminum on the surface of a guide layer of the mesa stripe 
side is controlled, and reduction of actuating current can be aimed at. 

[0012]If a protective layer whose forbidden-band width is smaller than the 1st cladding layer is 
provided at the bottom of a mesa stripe on a protective layer in which Al composition ratio is 
smaller than the 1st cladding layer or a protective layer which does not contain aluminum, i.e., 
the 1st cladding layer, Generating of the reactive current resulting from oxidation of aluminum 
can be controlled, and reduction of actuating current can be aimed at. 
[0013]This protective layer can give a function of an etching stopping layer at the time of 
formation of a mesa stripe, can control precisely thickness of an embedding growth phase of the 
mesa stripe exterior, and is useful. 

[0014]In a semiconductor laser element of this invention, by [ abbreviation etc. spread 
forbidden-band width of a protective layer on forbidden-band width of an active layer ] setting 
up, an effect of a saturable absorption layer can be given to a protective layer, and reduction of 
returned light noise by self-oscillation can be aimed at. 

[0015]When a protective layer which has the saturable absorption effect exists only in an inside 
of a stripe, the saturable absorption effect decreases and self-oscillation becomes difficult to 
happen by saturation of a carrier generated by optical absorption. On the other hand, if a 
protective layer which has the saturable absorption effect as mentioned above is made to exist 
in an inside of a stripe, and the exterior, a carrier further generated by optical absorption inside a 
stripe can be efficient, and it can be spread in the stripe exterior. For this reason, it is hard to 



produce absorption saturation of a carrier, and self-oscillation happens easily. When a protective 
layer which has the saturable absorption effect exists only in an inside of a stripe, optical 
absorption of basic horizontal microfiche increases and a mixture oscillation of high order 
horizontal microfiche takes place. On the other hand, since the profit of an active layer inside a 
stripe is large, a selection oscillation of basic horizontal microfiche can be made for basic 
horizontal microfiche and high order horizontal microfiche to be simultaneously influenced by 
optical absorption, if a protective layer which has the above-mentioned saturable absorption 
effect is made to exist in an inside of a stripe, and the exterior similarly, but to cause. 
[0016]In a semiconductor laser element of this invention, forbidden-band width of the 1st 
current blocking layer of a current blocking area of the exterior of a mesa stripe is larger than 
forbidden-band width of an active layer, and it is good for forbidden-band width of the 2nd 
current blocking layer of the exterior of the 1 st current blocking layer to make it smaller than 
forbidden-band width of an active layer. That is, when basic horizontal microfiche is generally 
compared with high order horizontal microfiche, the high order horizontal microfiche of a spread 
of the stripe exterior is larger. Then, by constituting as mentioned above, compared with basic 
horizontal microfiche, it becomes easy to be influenced by optical absorption in the 2nd current 
blocking layer, therefore a fundamental transverse mode oscillation with little optical absorption 
happens, and the high order horizontal microfiche can realize a practically important fundamental 
transverse mode oscillation. 
[0017] 

[A mode of implementation of an invention] Hereafter, an example of this invention is described. 
[001 8]A sectional view of a semiconductor laser element of Example 1 is shown in example 1 
drawing 1 . 

[0019]On p-GaAs substrate 1, the 1st cladding layer 2 (1.2 micrometers of thickness) of p- 
aluminumQ 6 Ga 04 As, The p-GaAs protective layer 3 (0.007 micrometer of thickness), the 

undoped I n o 48^" a o 52^ Suide layer 4 (0.01 micrometer of thickness), The undoping 

'"oas^oes^cno^oeo distortion quantum well active layer 5 (0.005 micrometer of thickness), 

The undoped I n o48^ a 0 52' 3 ^ n< ^ S ul de layer 6 (0.01 micrometer of thickness), The 2nd cladding 

layer 7 (1.2 micrometers of thickness) of n-aluminum 06 Ga 04 As, The n-GaAs cap layer 8 (0.1 

micrometer of thickness) is grown up by metal-organic chemical vapor deposition (the MOCVD 
method) one by one, etching is stopped on the p-GaAs protective layer 3 surface by selective 
etching, and the mesa stripe 9 (base width of 1 micrometer) is formed. 

[0020]The 1st current blocking layer 10 (0.2 micrometer of thickness) of n-aluminum 06 Ga 04 As, 

the 2nd current blocking layer 1 1 (0.6 micrometer of thickness) of p-GaAs, and the 3rd current 
blocking layer 12 (0.5 micrometer of thickness) of n-GaAs are grown up by the MOCVD method 
one by one so that the outside of the mesa stripe 9 may be embedded. 

[0021]n-GaAs contact layer 13 (2 micrometers of thickness) is grown up by the MOCVD method 
so that the n-GaAs cap layer 8 and the 3rd current blocking layer 1 2 of n-GaAs may be 
embedded. 

[0022]The p type electrode 14 and the n type electrode 15 are formed in the p-GaAs substrate 
1 surface and the n-GaAs contact layer 13 surface. Cavity length is adjusted to 100 
micrometers, and reflectance of an optical outgoing radiation side edge of a resonator edge face 
forms an aluminum 2 0 3 film and a Si film so that reflectance on the backside may be 65% 30%. 

[0023]When forward voltage is impressed between the p type electrode 1 4 and the n type 
electrode 15 with an element of this example, slope efficiency 1.0 W/A of an oscillation 
wavelength of 0.78 micrometer, threshold current of 0.5 mA, and the current-optical power 
characteristic and actuating current of 3 mW of optical power are 3.5 mA. When change of 
actuating current in 70 ** of ambient temperature and 3 mW of fixed optical power is 
investigated, running time in which actuating current increases 20% of the first stage is 10000 
hours or more. Synchrotron radiation of an element of this example is a circular beam of single 
Mine of 25 radiation angles parallel to pn junction, and 25 vertical radiation angles, and has 



realized basic horizontal microfiche operation. Returned light noise of an element of this example 
is a less than standard needed for an optical disk unit, i.e., -130 dB/Hz, and can be enough 
applied to an optical disk unit 

[0024]An oscillation wavelength of 0.78 micrometer is obtained by consisting of the above 
composition, forming the InGaAsP active layer 5 which carries out lattice matching to GaAs on 
p-GaAs substrate 1 in an element of this example, and adjusting composition ratio of the active 
layer 5. In order to use for the cladding layers 2 and 7 AIGaAs with forbidden-band width bigger 
300 or more meV than the active layer 5 which contains aluminum at least, generating of the 
reactive current by carrier leak to the cladding layers 2 and 7 from the active layer 5 can be 
controlled. 

[0025]In an element of this example, the p-GaAs protective layer 3 of the bottom of the mesa 
stripe 9 is further formed of the InGaAsP active layer 5 of the side of the mesa stripe 9, the 1st 
guide layer 4 of InGaP, the 2nd guide layer 6 of InGaP, and a semiconductor layer that does not 
contain aluminum altogether. Then, when forming the mesa stripe 9 in the atmosphere, 
combination with oxidation resulting from aluminum, i.e., aluminum, and oxygen can be controlled, 
although composing elements other than aluminum of each class are Ga, As, In, and P and 
oxygen in the atmosphere and combination take place, the combination is markedly boiled 
compared with aluminum, and is completely weakly uninfluential in practice. 
[0026]A case of the InGaAsP active layer 5 of this example compares with the conventional 
AIGaAs active layer, Since it is hard to produce pinning of a Fermi level inside an InGaAsP active 
layer in a re-growing interface of the mesa stripe side, or an interface with an end face reflection 
film, surface recombination of a carrier is controlled and reduction of actuating current and 
improvement in reliability accompanying reactive current control are attained. 
[0027]furthermore — an element of this example — forbidden-band width of the protective layer 
3 — forbidden-band width of the active layer 5, and abbreviation — it has set up equally. 
Therefore, in this example, since the protective layer 3 has the saturable absorption effect, self- 
oscillation happens and returned light noise can be reduced. Since the protective layer 3 exists 
in stripe 9 inside and the exterior, a carrier generated by optical absorption of stripe 9 inside is 
efficiently spread in the exterior of the stripe 9. For this reason, in the protective layer 3, it is 
hard to produce absorption saturation of a carrier, self-oscillation happens easily to increase of 
optical power, and the low noise characteristic can be realized. In an element of this example, 
since the protective layer 3 which has the saturable absorption effect exists in an inside and the 
exterior of the mesa stripe 9, basic horizontal microfiche and high order horizontal microfiche are 
simultaneously influenced by optical absorption, but since the profit of an active layer inside a 
stripe is large, a selection oscillation of basic horizontal microfiche is attained. 
[0028]In an element of this example, forbidden-band width of the 1st current blocking layer 10 of 
a current blocking area of the exterior of the mesa stripe 9 is larger than forbidden-band width 
of the active layer 5, and forbidden-band width of the 2nd current blocking layer 1 1 of the 
exterior of the 1st current blocking layer 10 is smaller than forbidden-band width of the active 
layer 5. If basic horizontal microfiche is compared with high order horizontal microfiche, the high 
order horizontal microfiche of a spread to the stripe 9 exterior will be larger, and high order 
horizontal microfiche will become easy to be influenced by optical absorption in the 2nd current 
blocking layer 1 1 compared with basic horizontal microfiche. Therefore, a fundamental transverse 
mode oscillation with little optical absorption breaks out, and a practically important fundamental 
transverse mode oscillation can be realized. 

[O029]A sectional view of a semiconductor laser element of Example 2 is shown in example 2 
drawing 2. 

[0030]On n-GaAs substrate 1, the n-(aluminum 05 Ga 05 ) 0 5' n o5^ cladding layer 2 (1.2 

micrometers of thickness), The undoping In Q 23^0 77^0 57^0 43 aaave l aver 5 (0.07 micrometer 

of thickness), The p-(aluminum 05 Ga 05 ) qs^os' 3 c ' a dding layer 7 (1.2 micrometers of 

thickness), The p-GaAs cap layer 8 (0.7 micrometer of thickness) is grown up by molecular beam 
epitaxy (MBE technique) one by one, etching is stopped on the InGaAsP active layer 5 surface 
by selective etching, and the 2-micrometer-wide mesa stripe 9 is formed. 



[0031]So that the outside of the mesa stripe 9 may be embedded The p-(aluminum 04 Ga 06 ) 
0 5* n 0 5^ ^ st current blocking layer 1 0 (0.6 micrometer of thickness), The 2nd current blocking 
layer 11 (0.6 micrometer of thickness) of n-GaAs and the 3rd current blocking layer 12 (0.7 
micrometer of thickness) of p-GaAs are grown up by the MOCVD method one by one. p-GaAs 
contact layer 13 is grown up to be the surface of the p-GaAs cap layer 8 and the 3rd current 
blocking layer 12 of p-GaAs by the MOCVD method. The n type electrode 14 and the p type 
electrode 15 are formed in the n-GaAs substrate 1 surface and the p-GaAs contact layer 13 
surface. Cavity length is adjusted to 200 micrometers by a cleavage method, and an 
aluminum 2 0 3 film is formed so that reflectance of a resonator edge face may be 30%. 

[0032]When forward voltage is impressed between the n type electrode 14 and the p type 
electrode 15 with an element of this example, slope efficiency 0.6 W/A of an oscillation 
wavelength of 0.78 micrometer, threshold current of 2 mA, and the current-optical power 
characteristic and actuating current of 3 mW of optical power are 6.5 mA. When change of 
actuating current in 80 ** of ambient temperature and 3 mW of fixed optical power is 
investigated, running time in which actuating current increases 20% of the first stage is 10000 
hours or more. Synchrotron radiation of an element of this example is 15 radiation angles parallel 
to pn junction, and 25 vertical radiation angles. In an element of this example, the InGaAsP 
active layer 5 of the side of the mesa stripe 9 is formed of a semiconductor layer which does not 
contain aluminum. Then, when forming the mesa stripe 9, oxidation in the atmosphere resulting 
from aluminum, i.e., combination with aluminum and oxygen, can be controlled. Composing 
elements other than aluminum of an active layer are Ga, As, In, and P, and a nonluminescent 
recombination level by oxidation is made very small for the same reason as the above at a re- 
growing interface of the InGaAsP active layer 5 of the mesa stripe 9 side. 
[0033]The 1st and 2nd cladding layer 2 and 7 contains aluminum by ( a | um j num 5 Ga Q 5 )0 5^ n 0 s' 3 ' ^ 

difference of a band gap with the active layer 5 is dramatically large, and controls ** for leakage 
**** of carrier leak to the cladding layers 2 and 7 from the active layer 5 enough, Aggravation of 
the reactive current by nonluminescent recombination of a carrier in the active layer 5 of the 
mesa stripe 9 side and reliability by crystal defect generating can be controlled, and the low 
current characteristic is obtained. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is a sectional view of the semiconductor laser element concerning Example 1 of 
this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is a sectional view of the semiconductor laser element concerning Example 2 of 
this invention. 

[Drawing 3] It is a sectional view of the semiconductor laser element concerning Example 3 of 
this invention. 

[Drawing 4] It is a sectional view of the semiconductor laser element concerning Example 4 of 
this invention. 

[Drawing 5] It is a sectional view of the semiconductor laser element concerning Example 5 of 
this invention. 

[Drawing 6] It is a sectional view of the conventional semiconductor laser element. 
[Description of Notations] 

1 GaAs substrate 

2 The 1st cladding layer 

3 Protective layer 

4 The 1st guide layer 

5 InGaAsP active layer 

6 The 2nd guide layer 

7 The 2nd cladding layer 

1 0 The 1 st current blocking layer 

1 1 The 2nd current blocking layer 

1 2 The 3rd current blocking layer 
21 High resistance layer 

23 Dielectric film 
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DRAWINGS 



[Drawing 1] 
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[ Drawing 2] 
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[Drawing 3] 
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